
 
 
 
 
 
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) of Pima County 
Board Meeting Legal Action Items 
 
Legal Action Items of At or After 12:00 p.m., Thursday, March 23, Meeting 
 
Public Access to Meeting Audio/Presentation: YouTube Meeting Link 
 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:33 p.m. 
 

2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Election of Officers 
 
Pursuant to RTA Rules (Article 7, Officers and Elections), the officers of the RTA (Chair, 
Vice Chair and Second Vice Chair) shall be elected by the RTA Board from among its 
directors. 
 
Motion was made by Mayor Murphy, seconded by Mayor Winfield and unanimously 
carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board elect the following Officers as 
follows for 2023: 
 

Chair: Mayor Ed Honea 

Vice Chair: General Ted Maxwell 

2nd Vice Chair: Mayor Joe Winfield  
 

3. Call to the Audience (Remote Access Option) 
 
Speakers included: 
 

• David Higuera (RTA Next) 
• Abigail Okrent (RTA CAC) 
• Patricia Schwartz (RTA CAC) 

 
4. Approval of the Dec. 8, 2022, RTA Board Meeting Summary 

 
Motion was made by Mayor Murphy, seconded by Mayor Winfield and unanimously 
carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board approve the Dec. 8, 2022, 
Meeting Summary. 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Flive%2FtdPztGzii4g%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7CJOntiveros%40pagregion.com%7Ccbb51a7ced604b9c95ac08db20c863b4%7C84591956898b42d08ae401b8589608da%7C0%7C0%7C638139817278830145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DHfaosB%2F6aAeu0WvLiYoJnJbeHq9j81JQddul9ow5kc%3D&reserved=0
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5. Consent Items for Information 
 
Staff was available to report on any of these items upon request. 
 

a. Contracts and Agreements Report 
 
This was an information item; no discussion or action taken. 
 

6. Approval of Intergovernmental Agreements (IGAs) 
 
PAG Director of Transportation Services Rick Ellis provided the RTA Board detailed 
information on the following IGAs: 

 
2023-001: Intergovernmental Transportation Funding Agreement between the Regional 
Transportation Authority of Pima County adopting amendment #7 to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement with Pima County to provide additional funding for the 
construction of Sunset Road from Silverbell Road to River Road Project. (RTA #8) 
 
2023-002: Intergovernmental Transportation Funding Agreement between the Regional 
Transportation Authority of Pima County and the City of Tucson to provide funding for the 
Corridor Planning Process and development of the Design Concept Report (DCR) for 
First Avenue, River Road to Grant Road (RTA #14) 
 
2023-003: Intergovernmental Agreement between the Regional Transportation Authority 
of Pima County and the City of Tucson for the Sahuara Bike Boulevard and 
Copper/Flower Bike Boulevard project, to provide funding to cover the required match 
amount associated with the award of Regional Transportation Alternatives Grant (RTAG) 
funding (RTA #41). 
 
The RTA Board requested that item 2023-002 be voted on separately. 
 
Motion was made by General Maxwell, seconded by Supervisor Scott and unanimously 
carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board approve Resolutions and 
Intergovernmental Agreements for 2023-001 and 2023-003 as described.  
 
Motion was made by Mayor Romero, seconded by Supervisor Scott and approved by a 
vote of 6-2 (with Mayor Honea and Mayor Murphy voting no) that the Regional 
Transportation Authority Board approve the resolution and Intergovernmental Agreement 
for 2023-002 as approved by the City of Tucson Mayor and Council at its meeting of 
March 7, 2023, that reflects the enhanced 4-lane alternative roadway. This is noted in 
draft E of today’s materials for this item. 
 

7. Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan (PTSAP) 
 
PAG Transportation Mobility Coordinator Preston McLaughlin provided the RTA Board an 
overview of the changes to the RTA’s Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP) 
and how it aligns with federal requirements. 
 
Motion was made by Supervisor Scott, seconded by Chairman Yucupicio and 
unanimously carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board approve the RTA 
Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTSAP) as provided. 
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8. Cost to Complete Remaining RTA Projects, Statutory Mandates and Legal 
Requirements including Proposed Scope Changes to Roadway Element Projects 
 
RTA Executive Director Farhad Moghimi requested that the RTA Board give the same 
direction that the Regional Council provided staff for the PAG TIP development as it 
relates to RTA projects. 
 
Motion was made by General Maxwell, seconded by Chairman Yucupicio and 
unanimously carried that the Executive Director inform the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) Subcommittee that the May 31, 2023, deadline for adoption of the TIP is 
rescinded, and the Regional Council encourages them to continue to work toward 
completing the (PAG) TIP list development for RTA projects that can come forward to the 
Regional Council when it’s ready for approval. 
 

9. RTA Next Plan Development Update 
 
PAG Community Affairs Administrator Paki Rico provide the RTA Board an update on the 
development of the RTA Next plan including the draft framework and categorical 
elements.  
 
The RTA Board also discussed, at the request of the RTA Chair, concerns about 
inappropriate actions of Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) members including violations 
of the RTA Code of Conduct. 
 
The following motions were made regarding this item: 
 
Motion was made by Supervisor Scott, seconded by Mayor Romero and unanimously 
carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board direct PAG/RTA staff to provide 
TMC/CAC with all information necessary to make recommendations to the RTA Board on 
the roadway element, such as the previously requested ADOT project funding scenarios; 
and to enable TMC/CAC to have a comprehensive discussion and make 
recommendations to the RTA Board on all RTA plan elements (roadway, transit, safety, 
environmental/economic vitality).    
 
3:45 p.m.:  
Motion was made by General Maxwell, seconded by Mayor Murphy and unanimously 
carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board move into closed Executive 
Session to discuss CAC member code of conduct violations.  
 
4:06 p.m. 
The RTA Board returned from Executive Session and resumed the regular meeting by 
consensus with the following motion: 
 
Motion was made by General Maxwell, seconded by Supervisor Scott and unanimously 
carried that the Regional Transportation Authority Board direct staff to craft a letter of 
rebuke from the RTA Board regarding unprofessional conduct of CAC members. 
 

10. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:07 p.m. 
 

 


